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E.O. 11652 GDS 
TAGS: PFOR ,U,S. ,SY 

SUBJECT: INVITATION TO PRES. ASAD TO VISIT WASHINGTON 


I. THERE FOLLOWS A RESPONSE TO THE LETTER EROM PRESIDENT CARTER 
WHICH I DELIVERED TO PRESIDENT ASAD THIS AFTERNOON. THIS RESPONSE 
WAS RECEIVED AETER DINNER EEBRUARY S20. 


2. THE PRESIDENT APPRECIATED THE LETTER FROM PRESIDENT CARTER 
AND HIS INVITATION FROM THE PRESIDENT TO VISIT THE UNITED 
STATES, WHICH HE ACCEPTED WITH THANKS. THE PRESIDENT WILL 
BE VERY HAPPY TO VISIT THE US AT A LATER DATE; HE IS DETERMINED 
TO MAKE A VISIT AND TO MEET THE PRESIDENT CARTER IN WASHINGTON. 
HOWEVER, SINCE THE PRESIDENT HAS NOT BEEN IN THE US PREVIOUSLY 
, HE EXPECTS THAT THE EIRST MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE IN EUROPE, 

AS SUGGESTED IN THE LETTER OF PRESIDENT CARTER, AND HE 
EAGELLY LOOKS FORWARD TO THAT MEETING AND IS OPTIMISTIC 
OF ITS OUTCOME. OF COURSE , THE PRESIDENT WILL SEND HIS 
ORIGINAL REPLY TO PRESIDENT CARTER. AGAIN, THE PRESIDENT 
WISHES TO CONVEY HIS WARM THANKS TO PRESIDENT CARTER . 

VANCE 
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